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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

History, Psychology, and Culture: A Set of Categories for an Introduction to 
Social Science. — There are three standpoints from which a set of social data can be 
envisaged: (i) the standpoint of level: objective and psychological data; (2) time: 
successive and contemporaneous data; (3) linkage: the deterministic and the acci- 
dental. These six concepts grouped into pairs from the standpoints of level, time 
and linkage result in eight categories which represent angles of vision for culture 
and the historic process. The categories are: (1) Objective-historical — the description 
or reconstruction of a successive series of past events; (2) Objective-contemporaneous 
— a series of objective co-existential facts and events (any non-psychological record 
of pure enumeration, classification, representation, belongs to this category); (3) 
Psychological-historical— -the attempt to reconstruct the history of art, literature, 
religion, philosophy, science, and social movements deal largely with facts belonging 
to this category; (4) Psychological-contemporaneous — the concept of the so-called 
"cultural setting" belongs to this category; (5) Deterministic-historical — the domain 
of socio-psychological principles embraces a vast array of facts of the deterministic- 
historical category; (6) Deterministic-contemporaneous — the phenomena of group 
action, the positive correlation between common functions exercised by a group or 
social unit, the feeling of solidarity, etc., fall into this category; (7) Accidental-histor- 
ical — the relations of the individual to the cultural content and to the historical 
series of events; (8) Accidental-contemporaneous — this category somewhat overlaps 
the preceding one and no sharp line can be drawn between them. — A. A. Golden- 
weiser, The Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scientific Methods, October, 
1918. ' ' C.N. 

El Darwinismo y las Naciones. — Scientific societies need to pay attention, espe- 
cially in their international relationships, to a correct interpretation of the Darwinian 
doctrine. The truth or falsehood of certain principles of the evolution of the life of 
society is undoubtedly demonstrated with much clearness in the present world-crisis. 
With the overthrow of Weismann's conception of the transmission of acquired char- 
acteristics we have made decided progress in our ideas of evolution and the 
hereditary problems of society. The preservation and perpetuation of the species 
is accomplished by natural, sexual, and social selection. 

According to German philosophy every nation should attempt to increase its 
domain in order to obtain its highest place in the world. Its argument, however 
logical, that the nations, like individuals, are subject to natural selection in their 
struggle for existence, does not necessarily need to be true. The mutual dependence 
of national groups and of individuals within groups, by co-operation and division of 
labor, is a factor that dominates natural selection. There arises from this a type of 
character that is necessary in the establishment of international relationships. The 
military demonstration of Germany with respect to dominance and absorption of 
other nations, and the justification of Prussian "Kultur," as something above law, 
is contrary to the whole current of social evolution. Little perception and compre- 
hension of a moral relation existing between nations is found in such an obsession. 
The lesson lies in the conformity to natural laws with a moral and sympathetic com- 
prehension of all humanity. — Maynard M. MStcalf, Inter- Amirica, September, 1918. 

G. E. H. 

The Great War and the Instinct of the Herd. — Some of the outstanding features 
of the behavior of nations in the war are to be explained by reference to the instinct 
of gregariousness. The fact that a nation is a herd is none the less real because it 
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is only dimly revealed in normal times. The recent war, then, was a conflict of 
herds, and it was to be expected that the usual and primary characteristics of the 
herd would be manifested. "First, then, the herd unites in the presence of danger." 
Conspicuous examples of promptly uniting against danger are found in the North at 
the firing on Fort Sumter and in Russia at the invasion by the French in 181 2. Thus 
the herd instinct is sufficient to explain the unity in the counties recently at war. 
"A second characteristic is its susceptibility to suggestion." This explains German 
atrocities when we reflect that war infinitely heightens susceptibility to suggestion 
and that German fury was fired at the very outset of the war by the reports pur- 
posely spread among the Germans by their newspapers that foreign spies had poisoned 
their rivers, infected their water supply with cholera microbes and instigated the 
assassination of some of the more or less distinguished German citizens. "A third 

characteristic of the herd is its docility in the hands of leaders In the fight, 

of the susceptibility of a nation to suggestion, and its disposition almost blindly to 
follow its leaders, it is foolish to say, as some do, that nobody was responsible for the great 
war. We were all responsible more or less, perhaps unconsciously. But the responsi- 
bility lay primarily with those who willed it, and immediately with those who, because 
of their position, power, and prestige, were able to make their will effective." 

It is true that this herd instinct is a strong factor in the preservation of a nation, 
and it is to be noted also that the tendency is toward the formation of larger and 
larger social groups. "But, be that as it may, and admitting the value of this in- 
stinct as a factor in group survival, it forms no satisfactory basis for a distant unity 
of nations, or for the unity of a nation of today. But while instinct is itself a pro- 
duct of evolution, it does not produce evolution. Blind instinctive social action of 
whatever kind is evidence of a low stage of development. Each nation therefore 
should strive, no matter what the exciting circumstances may be, to order its activ- 
ities exactly as an intelligent individual controls the impulsive activities of his own 
life." — I. W. Howerth, International Journal of Ethics, January, 1919. H. F. S. 

War and Family Solidarity. — Evidence gathered by correspondence with workers 
in the Home Service Section of the Red Cross is summed up and presented under 
six heads: (1) The unstable husband and father, who Canadian workers think is 
being made worse by the war while Americans perceive signs that he is being made 
better. (2) The danger of family disintegration is greater where the mother, rather 
than the father, is weak. "Where both have shown marked weaknesses there is 
always a chance that the wife will be able to do better away from the husband than 
with him." There are instances, however, in which the unstable wife in the absence 
of the husband has gone to pieces morally. Sometimes, a skilful rallying of better 
influences and associations has aided in the recovery of a sense of moral values and 
restoration of interest in her family. (3) In the case of those who were married not 
long before the husband's departure, the danger of his absence, before time-tested 
habits and traditions have been fully established in the new home, demands special 
attention. The coming of the first baby is likely to increase the young wife's tend- 
ency to nervousness and morbidity which call out all the courage she can summon. 
(4) For the unmarried soldier or sailor the war can easily mean postponed marriage 
and, in some cases, an acquired restlessness and loss of contentment with the quiet 
home life. However, the relation to mother is strengthened and proves in many 
cases to be the basis of increased pride and devotion — a real holding-point. (5) It 
is only when the stable and responsible head of the family is removed that the impor- 
tance of the father is realized. The family, theretofore so dependent upon him, is 
at a loss to know which way to turn and the lack must be supplied as far as possible. 
"There is opportunity here not merely for service, but for stimulation of the power 
of self help. (6) The suggestions of what we can do now are best summed up in 
caring for the family, keeping them employed and keeping them in familiar touch 
with the absent member. The work of draft boards, of the War Risk Insurance 
Bureau and of the Red Cross is bringing to light weak spots in our marital and social 
relations which renew the call for removal of the inconsistencies from our marriage 
and divorce laws, for their intelligent administrations, and for denying the mentally 
unfit the privilege of propagating their kind. — Mary E. Richmond, Address before 
the Division on the Family of the National Conference of Social Work, May 21, 
1018. Russell Sage Foundation. H. F. S. 
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